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This year don't be satisfied with just buying fireworks. Get the 
best— Get the most for your money — don't be disappointed — Get 
BANNER FIREWORKS with those new startling creations. BANNER 
FIREWORKS have all the ZIP-BOOM-BANG you expect of fireworks. 

BUZZ BOMBS • STAR SHELLS 

BLOCK BUSTERS • SIREN AERIAL BOMBS 

ZIG ZAG WHISTLES • FLASHLIGHT CRACKERS 



and many others that will thrill and amaze you are just t 
that you get in this BIG BARGAIN ASSORTMENT. 



: of the newest creations 



m SPECIAL $11.25 DELUXE ASSORTMENT OF 
IMO* I- MORE THAN 500 PIECES FOR ONLY $4.95 



Other items in this giant assortment 

include Electric Cannon Salutes that will 

really rock you . , . Zig-Zag Musical Salutes, 

Black Snakes that amaze grown-ups as well as 

children . . . White Mule that really kicks, Silver 

and Gold Fountains, one of our most beautiful 

pieces — large size Black Humdingers (They're really a 

humdinger) — Whistling Devils whose devilish action 

will amaze you — 3 Shot Automatic Repeating Bombs— 



2 Shot repeating Aerial Flash Bombs — Cone Fire of 
Red, White and Blue display— Large Triangle 
Wheels — Sky Rockets that end in a majestic display 
of Red, White and Blue Stars— Zebra Flash Crack- 
ers, the loud kind — Flashlight Crackers — 10 Ball 
Roman Candles — Comet Star Shells, the most beau- 
tiful night display ever offered and Sparklers for the 
little tots. Remember, you get over 500 pieces in 
all with a retail value of $11.25 for only $4.95. 



No. 2— GIANT $11.25 KRACKER ASSORTMENT-ONLY $4.95 



This assortment will give you plenty of noise 
and action. Selected and especially made up 
for boys who want to get a kick out of every 
last piece. You'll get those extra loud Electric 
~ anon Salutes— 2 znd 3 Shot Repeating 



EVERY PIECE 
A REAL 

NOISI-MAKER 



Aerial Bombs — Block Busters — Red Devils — 
Flash Salutes — Zig-Zag Musical Salutes — 
Flashlight Crackers — Star Shells — Black 
Humdingers and many others. More than 500 
pieces— all for only $4.95. 



No. 3-BIG COLORFUL FAMILY LAWN DISPLAY- 



This is a special package made up for those who want a 
colorful display with a minimum of noise. You will OHI and 
AHI as you watch these creations burst into a display of 
sheer beauty that is unsurpassed in fireworks history. 
Musical Vesuvius Flitter Fountains — Comet Star Shells — ■ 
Flower Pots with Handles— Large Floral Shells— Triangle 
Spinning Wheels — Red -White- Blue Patriotic Colored Fire 
and Roman Candles are only some of the unusuat pieces in 
this large assortment. 
QUICK ACTION COUNTS— ORDER NOW 

WHILE STOCKS ARE COMPLETE 
This year we have greater facilities for serving you. 
There will be plenty for those who act quick. But orders 
are coming in fast and we do not want to disappoint 
anyone. So rush your order today— NOW. 

CASH WITH ORDER— NO C. O. D's. 
Send payment in full with order — Certified Check- 
Bank Draft or Money Order. If you send currency 
be sure to register letter. All shipments sent by 
Express F.O.B, Toledo. Give nearest express office 
if different from your town, 

BIG NEW CATALOG— FREE 



ONLY $4.95 




*> Actio" blank/ 



( ) No. 1 Big Deluxe Assortment $4.9S 

( ) No. 2 Giant Kracker Assortment $4.95 

( ) No. 3 Family Lawn Display -.$4.95 

Street 

City _ State. 

Express office if different from above 
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Johnny O Gorman was Atypical ex-G.I.and the souvenirs he collected from 
overseas were just as typical .' There were a few guns , bayonets and rusty 
helmets .' <^|(i£ ONE $XC£PTIOtr was a sinister. Sofcino blacK box which 
Johnny had found ^n a bombed-out factory in Germany .' This was the 
souvenir which suddenly swept Johnny and a lot of other innocent people 
into a vortex of crime which didnt cease until the incomparable 
Vol.1. MAJrT took matters into his own hands when he discovered that 
DEATH CAME IN A BLACK BOX T 
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MOMMA, DON'T EXCITE 

YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE! 

SURE IT'S JUNK — SOT 

REMEMBER, OUR SOY 

DIDN'T COME BACK .' 

WHAT WE'RE DOINO 

FOR JOHNNV, WE 

MIGHT HAVE DONE 




f LAV DOWN AND ^ 

E^5-J GOTO SLEEP, ' 

*Mj^ POP/ YOU WON'T 

Wk HEAR ANy 1 

|^NOISE .' jA 


OKAY, FARO? 
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COUNTER.' 
I'VE GOT 
JTHE CASH-' 
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Compressing iiw 
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feocjy iwith a super- 
human effort , 
'Parrel Pane trans- 
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into the mighty 
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Swddenly, a major crime wa ve strikes the | 
nation- p . \/ ITmKZHEARI 

ALL SET, MEN? < -vfrrf< :r« ROLLING UP NOV 

SHE'S DUE THROUGH }-^<3%?^-^r CHIEF .' 




THE POOR *-** 
SUCKER .' HE'LL 
NEVER KNOW 
WHAT HIT HIM-' 


if TERRIFIC.'^ 
) AH' WE STILL 
i. GOT TIME TO 
/ BLAST ANOTHER 
V_^ JOB.' J 
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The 6RTEN LIGHT bathes the nation in a \ 
=*-K r aura of* violence and destruction. ... 
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.PICNIC.' 



POUR IT ON, BOVS .' WE „ 
DON'T WANT WITNESSES.' 
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that's the story, dr. roberts.' 
if i hadn't seen a display op 
the greew light with «v own 
bye9, I'd never believe it.' 
it blinded me for several , 

MINUTES .' 

N-MM.'I REMEMBER 
TALK OF THE GERMANS 
WORKING ON A DEATH 
RAV DURING THE WAR / 
BUT THIS BLINDING LIGHT / 

IS SOMETHING NEW.' . ' 
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ACCORDING TO I YOUR IDEA 
THE PAWNSHOP/ OF CHECK- 
PROPRIETOR , ^\ ING WITH 
THIS O'GORMAN \HISFIAN- 
BOY WAS ABOUT ICEE ISA 
TO GET MARRIED /GOOD ONE! 
AND NEEDED /SHE MISHT 
MONEY TO GEtZ TEU US 
STARTED IN >, WHERE 

SOME BUSINESS.' yTO FIND 
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ir's probable too iate 

rO SAVE THAT DRIVER, , 
BUT I CAN TRY TO SAVE / 
THOSE MURDERERS — 
POK THE ELECTRIC CHAIR 
I'LL HAVE TO TAKE MV 
CHANCES WITH THESE 
SPECTRUM -FILTER 
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' HE'V, WW-™ SQMF.THM(s'S 
PLENTY WRONG HEggf 
'thiS srUFF WASN'T CQtf- 

££ SOMP MiSTAHB! 
I BETTER SEE 
CIB.LEN/ 
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I PONT KNOW 
HOW IN HECK YOU . 
DO IT, BUT I'M 4 

giving both you 

SHARPSHOOTERS 

A FAT RAISE 

RIGHT NOW.' 




FEATURE COMICS 




FEATURi e©M.!CS 




A wise Guy,£n?Tum£ 

BKOKEW DISHES, ONE BROKEN 
STOOL,' THAT'S. I, BE 9BVKN 

lyCKS-.-Ptus 
p /Fry eenrs. 
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Tphree hoitrs later- 




FEATUM CeM!C9- 




FEATURE COMICS 




FEATURE COMICS 




FEAIURE €OM!CS 



t COW'T £EEL EASy 

tH MV.MIND ABOUT 
TM^7 «fciw <JE.fir?<<WAiT£K, 
A1E, MASOM » &'.MAT VO 
¥0'J KHOW ABOUT W!S 
BACKGROUND ? 
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YOU'RE FORGETTING, DEAR ~- 
WE DECIDED THAT WE'LL WAIT 
UNTIL I'M PROMOTED TO A 
MAJOR-— SO WE CAN 1 
AFFORD MARRIAGE.' . 
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TT wasn't the newspaper story about a boy 
•* dying in California from bubonic plague that 
took Darrel Dane west. It was the warning sent 
out to all hunters in that state by the Forest 
Service : 

' ' Don 't touch any ground squirrels in San, 
Luis Obispo County. They are infected with 
bubonic plague!" 

The plague! The pestilence! The Black Death* 
Down through the ages it had been humanity's 
moat merciless killer, sweeping entire nations of 
their population in the Middle Ages. 
Now it had struck again— in America 1 
Ground squirrels were the carriers. Darrel 
did a bit of studying on bubonic, looking for 
a new serum, and found that there had been 
deaths from the disease in America before, in 
1907, at San Francisco. 

Alarmists were busy at work scaring every- 
body, warning of another epidemic of the plague. 
No one seemed to pay any attention to modern 
sanitation, fumigation and rodent control, some- 
thing the oldsters had lacked. 

The country was frightened. The plague! 
Darrel set up a makeshift laboratory in an 
abandoned hunter's shack. It wasn't the best 
thing that San Luis Obispo County afforded, but 
it was in the midst of the ground squirrel coun- 
try. 

The squirrels were plentiful, so it was simple 
to snare several of them for examination. None 
had the bubonic flea. Darrel searched them the 
second time. Same result. 

He marked each squirrel so that he would 
recognize it if caught again, and extended his 
search. He trapped squirrels for four days, ex- 
amined them, let them go. No fleas. 

Checking on the Forest Service warnings, he 
found that the squirrels they had examined were 
found in another region several miles away. He 
went there and started all over again. 

As a promising young scientist, Darrel bated 
to admit failure; but he knew that Dr. Roberts 
was one of the top ranking biologists in the 
country. Why not invite Dr. Roberts out t Dar- 



rel felt a tinge of anticipation. Yes, and Martha. 
Dr. Roberts' daughter. It was Martha that de- 
cided Darrel. So he sent the wire. 

Martha and Dr. Roberts arrived two days la- 
ter, having caught the first plane from New 
York. Darrel had pitched a tent for himself, 
turning the cabin over to the two. 

"Darrel!" cried Martha, leaping out of the 
hired car and running to the young scientist, 
"you look like Dan'l Boone with that beard!" 
Darrel bad one, all right. 

Dr. Roberts shook hands. "Well, lad, what's 
going on beret" 

"Practically nothing," replied Darrel rue- 
fully. "Haven't found a single infected beast." 

"Patience, patience," said Dr. Roberts soft- 
ly. "Progress isn't a matter of minutes," 

Darrel related his tests of the last few days. 

"We must try elsewhere, and test other ani- 
mals besides squirrels," said Dr. Roberts. "If 
squirrels harbor the fleas, perhaps rabbits do, 
or field mice." 

Darrel nodded. "A good idea, doctor." 

The next day, in a distant section, they were 
fortunate in finding a squirrel with several of 
the deadly fleas in its fur. They killed the squir- 
rel and placed it on the ground. Then, trapping 
a large field mouse, they tied it near the dead 
squirrel. When, an hour later they examined 
the mouse, they found several fleas in its fur. 

"Ah," said Dr. Roberts. "That proves the 
fleas are not particular who carries them. They I 
leave a dead body and attach themselves to the 
nearest thing with a warm body." 

"Yes," said Darrel'. "And that proves how 
eas> it is to spread the plague. And bow fast 
it can be done." 

They continued their searches, finding several 
more squirrels and even a rabbit with the fleas. 
Then they moved to a new area. 

As they were setting up their equipment, an 
old prospector on a burro rode down the trail 
nearby. He didn't look at them. But Darrel 
called a greeting. The old man looked up, start- 
led. His face was a mat of black beard. He an- 



swered eurtly m a thick, foreign tongue. Then 
be kicked his burro and was gone. 

"Loquacious old duck," muttered Dr. Roberts. 

"Yeah," said parrel. "His saddlebags were 
fulL Wonder if it was gold," 

They got busy and spent the next two days 
testing rodents for plague fleas. They found 
none. But on the third day Darrel came upon 
• sight that gave him a start, A large falcon 
dived down, struck a rabbit, mauled it a min- 
ute, then was gone. Darrel tried to follow its 
course but the trees cut off his view, 

"Now I wonder whose bird that was!" he 
said to himself. "Falcons are rare creatures. 
Someone must own him." 

He waited in the brush hoping to see the 
owner come into view, but no one came. He 
heard a crashing in the bushes not far away, but 
decided the noise had been produced by a deer. 

They caught sight of the old prospector again 
later that day. He was stuffing something into 
one of his saddlebags, but he was too far away 
for them to see much. 

"Probably been eating his lunch," said Dr. 
Roberts. 

"Maybe." Darrel had an idea buzzing in his 
head but said nothing about it. He watched the 
old desert rat move away through the trees. 
Could it be? he wondered. He would bring his 
field glasses the next day. If what he thought 
was true. ... 

About noon the next day as Dr. Roberts and 
Darrel Dane were eating their lunch, this time 
prepared by Martha, who had insisted upon com- 
ing along, a big bird raced overhead with a 
whistling of wings. 

All three looked up. Darrel said, "It's that 
falcon! Wait here, I'm going to see what's up." 
He raced away through the brush. 

"Now, what's Darrel going to doJ" Martha 
asked, 

"I don't know," replied her father. "He's 
got some idea about that falcon, I guess. I never 
heard of falcons flying wild in this country." 

"Maybe someone is a falconer," said Martha 
matter-of-factly, "Why nott Archery is an an- 
cient sport, revived today." 

Dr. Roberts nodded. "It isn't that. We'd like 
to know who owns this falcon." 
^ Darrel chased through the bushes, ripping 
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his clothes on thorns, stumbling over roots. But 
at last he came to a small clearing where the 
falcon was mauling a rabbit viciously. The bird 
didn't hear him. 

"Ill do it," said Darrel quietly, "Yes, that 
way I'll know." 

Then a strange thing happened. Darrel, it 
must be remembered, is no ordinary mortal. By 
a powerful force of will he is able to concentrate 
the molecules of his body and reduce in size to 
* tiny stature. 

In a moment, then a fourteen-inch-tall mite 
was racing across the clearing. The Doll Man I 

With a leap the Doll Man sailed to the fal- 
con's back, grasping it about the neck. The bird 
fought to free itself but the Doll Man clung ten- 
aciously. In a moment the big bird took off. It 
rose high above the trees, circled once, and then 
dived in a slant toward a distant part of the 
wood. It sailed down and landed on a bare rock 
near the old prospector and his burro. 

"Ah," said the prospector. "You did a quick 
job, my pet! Here." He tossed a bit of raw meat 
to the falcon. 

The Doll Man had managed to slide off the 
bird's back and hide himself in a bush before 
the old prospector saw him. Now the tiny man 
watched. 

The bearded chap took a small vial from one 
of the saddlebags and, pulling on rubber gloves, 
came to the falcon. Lifting the bird's feathers, 
he powdered the contents of the vial into the 
back and upper wings. 

"Now, my pet," he said, "you're ready for 
another flea hop!" 

The Doll Man had seen enough. It was as he 
had suspected. With a bound, he hit the earth 
with both feet and before the prospector knew 
what had happened he struck him a mighty blow 
on the chin, The prospector tumbled backward 
and sprawled, motionless. 

The Doll Man became Darrel Dane then, and 
made a quick examination of the man's saddle- 
bags. They contained vials of bugs — bubonic 
plague fleas! 

In falling, the old prospector loosened his 
false beard. Darrel jerked it away, and gasped. 
"Why, it's my old enemy, Black Bart! Spread- 
ing plague fleas for some enemy of mankind! 
This 'II be Bart's end, all right!" 
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THEY LOOKUKE STRONGMEN- . 
LET THEM LIVE ! AND UNDER- A 
- STAND THIS, YOU SWINE 

if you WORK, vou eat; 

/P VOU DON'T-- 
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THERE'S A SCHOOL \ BiVE, I SAIS.' EITHER TOU 
OF SHARKS COMING i GET THE CARGO OUT OF THE 
"HIP i>Q*/H THERE, £M TOE 
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Hl'VAPETB-lAW THAT'S NO 
LET'S GO J FUN - rve SOT 
DOWN TO \ A BETTER 
THE CORNER I lOEA.* GET ' 
AND HANS I THE GANG 

" ' /TOGETHER , 

and Meer Me) 

AT THE SCHOOL 
YARD.' 



LISTEN GUYS, \HELLO BOYS, HOW \ 
OUR TEACHER, IWOULO YOU LIK"E 
MR. WINTCRS/TO BE ACTORS AND 
HAS A _-— ^PUT OM A REAL, 
SWELL 1 SHOW." WE CAhJ 
PLAN—./ START REHEARSALS /SOY 
WIGHT MOW/ „ — 'THAT 
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HEY KIDS! 

SEND FOR FREE CAP 
AND CAP PISTOL CIR- 
CULAR! ALSO WRITE 
FOR FREE CATALOG OF 
OTHER ASSORTMENTS 
AND DISPLAYS. 



RICH BROS. FIREWORKS CO, 

DEPT. 40 BOX 514 - ■ SIOUX FALLS, S, 



ASSORTMENT 

RICH BROS. BEST QUALITY! 

THIS OFFER INCLUDES OVER 200 

PIECES 

100 2" Salutes • Cherry Flash Bombs 

• Flitter Krackers • Comet • Whistle 
Bombs • 2 Shot Repeaters • Wheels 

• Whistle Devil • Humdinger • Foun- 
tains • Roman Candles • Aerial Bombs 

• Sparklers • 20 pkgs, Chinese Fire- 
crackers including 6 pkgs. (96 pieces) of the 
FAMOUS ZEBRA BRAND. FREE PUNK! 



ACTUAL 
RETAIL 
VALUE 



*1H 5 



35 



YOURS FOR 
ONLY... 



$495 



Shipped Ry. Express Only. NONE SENT 
C. O. D. Enclose Money Order or Chech. 
Name nearest Express Officel 
D. Flint your name and address plainly. 









GET YOUR FREE 




ftkeit/ MOVIE STAR PICTURES **££/ 





Please Send Me FREE Movie Star Folder, 



Send for this NEW 1948 
FREE Movie Star Folder; 

TODAY! I 

SEE color pictures — photographs taken in Hollywood — 
of your favorite movie stars riding their Schwinn- 
Built Bicycles. 

Read what the famous movie stars — like Roy Rogers, . 
Bing Crosby and many others say about these beauti- 
ful, easy pedaling bikes. 

Pick out the bike you want from the 
pictures of the latest Schwinn models. See 
the exclusive features in detail. Write for 
free Movie Star Folder today. 

RIDE WITH THE STARS ON A 

ScfavvtM%uifo 8la/c& 

America's Finest Bicycle 

Watch the gang gather 'round to admire your 
Schwinn-Built Bicycle. You'll be king of the block, 
for sure because only Schwinn-Built Bicycles 
have such exclusive features as Automobile^ 
Type Expander Brakes, Knee-action Spring 
Forks, built-in, patented' kickstands and built-in, 
Fenderlights . . . It's features like these that? 
make almost 4 out of 5 boys and girls prefer 
Schwinn-Built Bicycles over the next leading 
brand. Examine a Schwinn. See why America's 
favorite bicycle is America's Finest BidycldM 

ARNOLD, SCHWINN & CO. 

1723 N. Klldare Ave., Chicago 39, Illinois 



